
The Bolsheviki and the

Constituent Assembly
A Lesson in Democracy

The Russian Workers* and Peasants* Government—the Council of

People's Commissaries—has dissolved the Constituent Assembly,

The Constituent Assembly was dissolved because it refused to recog-

nize the authority of the Councils (Soviets) and the program of the Bol-

sheviki, because it would not and could not become an instrument of

the proletarian revolution, and constituted itself the organ of the general

counter-revolutionary forces.

In our opinion the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly in Rus-

sia by the proletarian government was a necessary and a revolutionary

act

Constituent Assembly Reactionary

Elected from the old election lists, the Constituent Assembly neces-

sarily became the organ of the bourgeois republic, which under Kerensky

promoted an imperialistic war and acted against the Revolution,—the

bourgeois republic against which the revolution of November 6 was di-

rected. This revolution decreed all power to the Councils of Workers,

Soldiers and Peasants. The Constituent Assembly represented bourgeois

democracy, a democracy which everywhere has become a necessary

means for promoting imperialism by deceiving the masses.

t - 1 The decree of dissolution was not the edict of a few individuals con-

stituting an autocracy: it was the decree of the Councils, the active force

? of the Revolution, the expression of the class interests of the proletariat

% and proletarian peasantry as against all other social groups.

The Revolution in Russia to-day is a revolution of the workers and

it poorest peasants, and it denies the right to exist of any other class,

| In the name of democracy, of. the proletaran democracy which alone

establishes the objective conditions of full and free democracy, the Con-

stituent Assembly had to go.

There is some confusion in many minds whether this action, appar-

ently contrary to the will of the majority of the voters, is in accord with
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real democracy. The capitalist press, natually. is making a fuss about

the Bolsheviki being worse autocrats than the Czar and freedom being

ruthlessly suppressed by those who claim to fight for freedom,—ignor-

ing the fact that the Bolshevik government, which is the government
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of the Councils of Workers, Soldiers and Peasants, represents the inter-
ests and the democracy of the mass of the people of Russia. The Ameri-
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t0 bC miskd °n imP°rtant P^blem,
and they should understand it thoroughly.

> The misunderstanding can result only from a wrong conception of
democracy. Democracy, in the full and free sense, is utterly impos-
sible m a society based on class divisions. In a class society one class
must rule over another class, and the interests of the ruling class are
decisive. No amount of so-called democracy can change this unless
through the overthrow of class rule.

Q) It is immaterial whether the ruling class maintains itself by brute
force, by a system of corruption or a system of deception.—or by a com-

;

bmauon of all three. It remains suppression just the same. Democ-
I

racy under these conditions can only be an instrument for the subjec-
tion of one clas» by another. Suppose you have a vote and someone tells

f
you at the point of a bayonet how to vote: that certainly would not be

y democracy. But if instead of a bayonet other means are used, as for

example the church and the schools, and if the whole system of ex-

;
ploitation brings about a state of mind in which you cannot see even

| your most vital interests, the issue remains the same: there is no dem~
V ocracy. As long as classes exist and struggle one against the other,

| bourgeois democracy can only be a form of subjection of one class by

| another. The very principle of democracy in connection with the class

| struggle determined the necessity of the Bolshevik! dissolving the Con-

| stituent Assembly. Far from being a betrayal of democracy, this is the

j
first step toward the realization of full and free democracy through the

[
overthrow of class divisions and exploitation.

A Workers1 Democracy
* Representing the ultimate interests of the working class, by far the

most numerous and important class in society, it would be absurd for

: revolutionary Socialism, it would be a violation of real democracy, to

j
back down because the enemy has succeeded to a great extent in fool-

|| ing part of own comrades and of those whose interests demand our vie-

| tory, into betraying their and our own interests*

Moreover the Constituent Assembly was an expression of the par-

t liamentary regime, that regime which is an expression of bourgeois

democracy, deceptive in its character, and a means of betraying the

| masses. The parliamentary regime is everywhere breaking down under

| the conditions of Imperialism, and a new autocracy is taking its place,

i The parliamentary regime, through its divisions of functions into legis-

lativc and executive, is peculiarly adapted to deceive: the legislature,

representing "democracy," may talk and carry on the pretense of popu-

lar government, while the executive acts autocratically, The proletarian

revolution in Russia has annihilated the parliamentary regime, the first

condition of Socialism, and put in its place a new form of government,

the Councils of Workers and Peasants, which unites within itself demo-

cratically the functions equally of legislature and executive.

In its historic decree of dissolution, the revolutionary proletarian

government of Russia, through its Premier N. Lenine, said:

"The Revolution created the Workers' and Soldiers
1 Council—the

only organization able to direct the struggle of the exploited classes for

complete political and economical liberation.

"During the first period of the revolution the Workmen's and Sol-

diers' Council perceived the illusion of an understanding with the bour-

geois and its deceptive parliamentary organization, and realized the lib-

eration of the oppressed classes was impossible without a rupture with

the bourgeois.

'Therefore the revolution of November arose, giving all authority to

the Congress of Workmen's and Soldiers' Delegates. The Constituent

Assembly, being elected from the old election lists, was the expression

of the old regime when authority belonged to the bourgeois,

"The people who voted for the social revolutionists were unable to

distinguish those of the right, who were partisans of the bourgeois, from

those of the left, who were partisans of socialism, Therefore the Con-

stituent Assembly necessarily became the authority of the bourgeois

republic, setting itself against the revolution of November and the

authority of the Workmen's and Soldiers' Councils,"

Parliamentary Regime Deceptive
The revolution of November has shown the workers that the old

bourgeois parliamentarism has had its day and was incompatible with

the tasks before socialism, and that only such institutions as the Work-

men's and Soldiers* Councils were able to overcome the opposition of the

rich classes and create a new socialist state.

"Every refusal to recognize the authority of the republican Work-

men's and Soldiers' Councils and to place in the hands of the Constituent

Assembly and the bourgeois the liberty which has been won would be a

step backward and toward the bankruptcy of the workmen's and peas-

ants' revolution.

"The Constituent Assembly opened on January 18 and for known

reasons gave a majority to the Social Revolutionists of the Right—the

party of Kerensky, Tchernoff and Avksentieff. It is comprehensible that

this faction refused to debate the just and clear program of the central

executive committee of the Congress of Workmen's and Soldiers' Dele^
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|g | ^Workers of the World. UniteMb the struggle for Socialism!

' Issued by the American Bolshevist

Bureau of Information.

I lp American Bokhevist Bureau of Information is

II
^organized to create an understanding of the struggles of

| jgjhe industrial and agricultural workers in Russia and

§ fJ*

nK>"gft this understanding establish co-operation of the

ll^lworkers'of the world.'^US^MSS-^'


